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TJINA: WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL TOURISM ACTION PLAN 2021–2025 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Tourism) [9.04 am]: I am very excited to inform the house 
that on Monday this week I had the opportunity to release the Tjina: Western Australian Aboriginal tourism action 
plan 2021–2025 during the Aboriginal tourism component of the WA Regional Tourism Conference in Geraldton. 
Western Australia’s rich, diverse and authentic Aboriginal cultural experiences give us a point of difference from 
other holiday destinations and will play an important part in the tourism industry’s recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Tjina plan is a whole-of-government approach to grow economic, job and social outcomes for 
Aboriginal people and communities through tourism. It was developed through a cross-government working group 
led by Tourism Western Australia, in consultation with the Western Australian Indigenous Tourism Operators Council. 
“Tjina” means “discoveries by foot”—discovery of our future, our pathways and our potential. The plan has 
three focus areas: to position Western Australia as Australia’s premier Aboriginal tourism destination; to build capacity 
for more Aboriginal people to participate in the tourism industry through direct employment and foster the growth 
of sustainable Aboriginal tourism businesses; and to facilitate the development of more Aboriginal tourism cultural 
experiences across the state to meet visitor demand. 
We know that visitors want to immerse themselves in an Aboriginal cultural experience tied to the land and its 
people, where they can experience spectacular landscapes while learning more about the oldest living culture on 
earth. Research shows that experiences like these are on the wish list of 81 per cent of visitors to Western Australia; 
however, only 17 per cent participate in Aboriginal tourism during their holiday. This demonstrates strong consumer 
demand and plenty of opportunity to grow participation. 
The Tjina plan is being supported by the McGowan government through a $20 million Aboriginal tourism fund. 
This is an election commitment the Premier announced in February, and it will be used to implement a wide range 
of actions in the plan, such as the continuation of the Camping with Custodians and Art with Custodians programs. 
The Tjina plan will help grow Aboriginal tourism in Western Australia and is further evidence of the McGowan 
government’s strong commitment to supporting Aboriginal tourism businesses and our tourism industry. The 
Tjina plan, supported by $20 million from the McGowan government, will position Western Australia as the premier 
Aboriginal tourism destination in Australia. 
I am very proud to table a copy of this plan for the house to peruse. 
[See paper 201.] 
 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4110201a8cd67a6e1741f7b1482586ce00099015/$file/201+(2021).pdf

	TJINA: WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL TOURISM ACTION PLAN 2021–2025
	Statement by Minister for Tourism


